Introduction to Baptism

Dear Parents,

We are happy to welcome your new baby, 

N…….
into the Christian family.

Today is an important day for you and your child.

It is a day of happiness and celebration for our Parish

and for the whole Church.

The symbols used in this Sacrament reveal our faith which has been handed on through countless 

generations since the time of Christ.
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Baptism is only the beginning. 

For the seed of faith sown in baptism to flourish, it needs your love and care. The way you live, the way you love each other, your attitudes and beliefs, and the prayers you say, morning and evening, will all 

contribute to your child’s experience of what it means to be a Christian—

to grow up in the love of God.
Welcome into The Christian Family

Fr. Liam questions the Parents:
Celebrant:
What name do you give your child?

Parents:

N…
Celebrant:
Do you wish N… to be a member 




of the Christian family?

Parents:

We do.

Celebrant:    
You have asked to have N…



baptised. Will you tell N… about 




God our Father, Christ our brother 



and the Spirit of Love?

Parents:

We Will.

Celebrant:
Will you teach N… to pray?

Parents:

We will.

Fr. Liam questions the Godparents.

Celebrant:
Will you help in N…’s learning 


       

about God, Christ and the Spirit of 



love?

Godparents:
We will.

Celebrant:
I welcome this child on behalf of all 



the Christian family. I make the 



sign of the cross on N…’s forehead 



to show this child belongs to Christ. 




I invite the Parents and




Godparents to do the same.

Fr. Liam traces the Sign of the Cross on the baby’s 

forehead and the Parents and Godparents do the same.
Word of God

We listen to the word of God

which tells us what it means to be baptised.

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Galatians (3:26-30)

You are, all of you, children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. All baptised in Christ, you have all clothed yourself in Christ, and there are no more distinctions between Jew and Greek, slave and free, male and female, but all of you are one in Christ.

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

Response: Happy the people the Lord has chosen as his own.

The word of the Lord is faithful

and all his works to be trusted.

The Lord loves justice and right

and fills the earth with his love. R
The Lord looks on those who revere him,

on those who hope in his love,

to rescue their souls from death,

to keep them alive in famine. R
Our soul is waiting for the Lord.

The Lord is our help and our shield.

May your love be upon us , Lord,

as we place all our hope in you. R
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia!

I am the Light of the World, says the Lord.

Anyone who follows Me will have the light of life.

Alleluia!

The Gospel

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew (28: 18-20)

Jesus came up and spoke to his disciples. He said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations: baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave you. And know that I am with you always: yes to the end of time.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Prayer of the Faithful
Let us ask God our Father to look with love on this child about to be baptised, on N… Parents, Godparents, and all the baptised.

Reader:
May N… grow in the love of Christ.



Lord hear us.

All:

Lord graciously hear us.

Reader:
May N… learn how to forgive.



Lord hear us.

All: 

Lord graciously hear us.

Reader:
May N… be a witness to Christ in this world.



Lord hear us

All:

Lord graciously hear us

Reader:
May N… be strengthened and inspired by the 


example of his/her Parents and Godparents.



Lord hear us

All:

Lord graciously hear us

Reader:
May we all be encouraged to live Christian lives.



Lord hear us.

All:

Lord graciously hear us

Fr. Liam now invites all present to invoke the saints.

Holy Mary Mother of God. 

Pray for us
Saint John the Baptist. 


Pray for us.

Saint Patrick. 




Pray for us.
Saint Brigid. 




Pray for us.
Saint Brendan. 



Pray for us.
Saint Peter and Saint Paul. 

Pray for us
Saint  N...




        Pray for us
All holy men and women. 

Pray for us
Anointing with Oil of Catechumens

Life is often a struggle between good and evil.

We ask God to protect N…
And to help her/him do what is right.

Celebrant:
Almighty and ever-living God, you 


sent, your only Son into the world, 


to rescue us from the slavery of sin 


and to give us the freedom of your 


sons and daughters. We pray for 



this child, free N... from the 




darkness of sin, strengthen her/him 


with the love of Christ and send 




your Holy Spirit to watch over N… 



We ask this through Christ our 



Lord.

All:


Amen
N… is anointed with Oil of Catechumens to give strength to grow and live as a Christian.

Celebrant:
We anoint you with the oil of 
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salvation, In the name of 





Christ our Saviour.




May He strengthen you with 




His power. 
                       Who lives and reigns 
                        for ever and ever

All:


Amen
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The blessing of Baptismal Water
Together we invoke God’s blessing on the water.

Celebrant:
  Praise to you almighty God for you 


          have created water to cleanse and give life.

All: 

 Blessed be God

Celebrant:
 Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, the 


    

                  Father’s only Son, for you offered 




  yourself on the cross, that in the 



          blood and water flowing from your 


          side and through your death 



  and resurrection, the Church might be born.

All:

  Blessed be God.

Celebrant:
 Praise to you God the Holy Spirit, 


  

  for you anointed Christ at his 



          baptism in the waters of the 




          Jordan, so that we all might be 



          baptised into You.

All:

  Blessed be God

Celebrant:
  Make this water holy, Lord, so that 


          all who are baptised into Christ’s 



          death and resurrection by this 



          water may become more like your Son. 

                   We ask this through Christ Our Lord

All:
           Amen

If this water has been blessed the following is said

Celebrant:
   You have called your child N… to 


  

   this cleansing water that she/he may share in 



   the faith of your Church and have eternal 



   life. By the mystery of this consecrated 



   water lead her/him to a new and spiritual 



   birth. We ask this through Christ Our Lord.

All:

   Amen
Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith
Celebrant:
Dear Parents and Godparents you have asked to   

have your child baptised. By water and the Holy Spirit N… is to receive the gift of new life from God, who is love. It will be your constant care to bring this child up in the practice of the faith. If your faith makes you ready to accept this responsibility, renew now the vows of your own baptism. Reject sin, profess your faith in Christ Jesus. This is the faith of the Church. This is the faith in which this child is about to be baptised.

Celebrant:


    Do you reject Satan?

Parents and Godparents:
    I do

Celebrant:


     And all his works?

Parents and Godparents:
     I do

Celebrant:


      And all his empty promises?


Parents and Godparents:
      I do

Fr. Liam asks for a profession of faith form the Parents and Godparents

Celebrant:


     Do you believe in God the Father 



             Almighty, creator of heaven and earth?

Parents and Godparents
     I do

Celebrant:


    Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only





    Son, Our Lord, who was crucified, died 



    and was buried, rose from the dead and   



    is now seated at the right hand of the  
                               Father?

Parents and Godparents
    I do

Celebrant:


   Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the 



   Holy Catholic Church, the Communion  



   of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 





   resurrection of the body and life 





   everlasting?

Parents and Godparents:
   I do 

The Pouring of Baptismal Water

Fr. Liam invites the family to the font and questions the Parents and Godparents.

Celebrant:
Is it your wish that N… should  


                be baptised in the faith of the Church, 



which we have professed with you?

Parents and Godparents:
It is.

The Celebrant baptises the child, saying:

N…
I baptise you in the name of the Father 

and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.

Anointing with Chrism

N…’s head is anointed with the oil of Chrism. This second anointing is a sign of a special calling. Jesus was anointed to bring about the Kingdom of God. Every Christian shares this calling—to build up the Kingdom of Love, Justice and Peace in our world.

Celebrant:
God the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ 


has freed you from sin, given you a new 


birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and 


welcomed you into his holy people. He 



now anoints you with the Chrism of 





salvation. As Christ was anointed Priest, 


Prophet and King, so may you live 



always as a member of His body, 




sharing everlasting life.

All:


Amen

Clothing with White Garment

After baptism the first Christians wore white for a week to show that they had taken on a new way of life. The white garment is put on N...
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Celebrant:      You have now become a new 




        creation, clothed in Christ. See in this 


        white garment the outward sign of your 

        Christian dignity.   

                       With your family and friends to help you  

                        by word and example, may you gain 

                        everlasting life.

            All:
Amen

             Lighted Candle
            The Paschal Candle is a symbol of our faith in  

            the Risen Christ. Now a Parent or Godparent 
           lights a candle from the Paschal flame as a 
symbol of that faith. Through our faith, life and love are fostered by the caring, sharing, forgiving and guidance the child receives at home.

Celebrant:

Receive the light of Christ

Parents and Godparents this light is entrusted to you to be kept burning brightly. This child of yours has been enlightened by Christ. N… is to walk always as a child of the light. May N… keep the flame of faith alive in her/his heart. When the Lord comes may N… go out to meet Him with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom. We make this our prayer in the name of Jesus Our Lord.
All:


Amen

Prayer over Ears and Mouth
Finally Fr. Liam touches the ears and mouth of  

N… . May this child always hear and proclaim the Word of God.

Celebrant:
  The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and 



   the dumb speak. May He touch your ears 


   to receive His word and your mouth to 


   proclaim His faith, to the praise and glory 


   of God the Father. We make this prayer 


   through the same Christ our Lord.

All:

   Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant:
   Dear friends, now this child has been 



    baptised as a child of God.



    In confirmation N... will receive the 



    fullness of God’s Spirit. 



    In Holy Communion N...  will share the  

                    banquet of Christ’s sacrifice, calling        
                          
                    God her/his father in the midst of the Church. 

   In N...’s name, in the spirit of 



           adopted children, let us pray together the 


   words our Saviour gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil

Amen

Blessing
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Celebrant:  May God the Almighty Father, who filled the world with joy by giving us His only Son, bless this newly baptised child. May N... grow to be more fully like Jesus Christ, Our Lord.





All:

      Amen

Celebrant:
May almighty God who gives life on earth and in heaven, bless the Parents of N... They thank God now for the gift He has given to them. May they always show their gratitude in action by loving and caring for their child.
All:


Amen
Celebrant: 
I bless the godparents here today who represent the believing community to which the child now belongs.  May your friendship and prayers be a loving support to N…  throughout life.






All: 


Amen
Celebrant:
May almighty God who has given us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, generously bless all of us who are His children. May we always live as His people, and may God bless all here present with His peace.




All: 


Amen

Celebrant:
May Almighty God, bless you, in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.




All:


Amen

Celebrant:
Let us go in peace to love and serve the 


Lord.

All:


Thanks be to God.
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